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Rangers of the Buffalo Trace
Original Historical Fiction, Drama
by Glenda Ferguson
Characters:
*Narrators 1, 2, 3, 4 (N1, N2, N3, N4)
*William Henry Harrison (Harrison): Governor of the Indiana Territory
*John Gibson (Gibson): Secretary of the Indiana Territory
Ell Ernest (Ernest): a scout for the Rangers
*Captain William Hargrove (Hargrove): Commander of the First Division of the
Rangers (Hargrove)
Major John Tipton (Tipton): Commander of the Second Division of the Rangers
Third Ranger: Commander of the Third Division of the Rangers
Pioneer Travelers (Man Pioneer, Woman Pioneer)
Rangers (2-3)
Settler 1, Settler 2, Settler 3: Settlers living in the fort
Sergeant Hogue (Hogue): a Ranger in the First Division
British Spy (Spy): a man suspected of spying for Great Britain
Swimming Otter: a Delaware scout
Chief Setteedown (Chief): Shawnee chief
Singers: Sing the “Buffalo Trace” song at the beginning and end of the drama
*Indicates large speaking role

Scene 1
Singers: The Buffalo Trace song
N1: It is April 16, 1807, Vincennes, Indiana Territory.
N2: Indiana is not a state. Vincennes is the capital of the Territory.
N3: Pioneers are traveling across southern Indiana looking for new
areas to settle.
N4: The pioneers traveled the same trail the bison used called the Buffalo
Trace.
Gibson (rushing in to the Governor’s office): Governor, I have a report
that a family has met with tragedy while traveling the Trace.
Harrison: What has happened?
Gibson: The man was killed. Mrs. Larkin and her five children have been
taken captive by the Native Americans.
Harrison: We have a duty to protect the travelers and the settlers in our
Territory. Gibson, I want you to write a letter to Captain Hargrove.
Gibson: Of course, sir. What will the letter be about?
Harrison: Our travelers must have protection on the Trace. Captain
Hargrove is just the man to organize a group of Rangers.
Gibson: We could pay them $1 a day. But they would have to supply
their own rifle, knives and ammunition.
Harrison: We’ll wait to see if Hargrove will accept this duty.
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Scene 2
N3: The letter is delivered to Captain Hargrove by Ell Ernest.
N4: Ernest is one of the scouts.
Ernest: Here is a letter for you from William Henry Harrison, Governor of
the Indiana Territory.
Hargrove (reading the letter): The Governor wants me to select some
able-bodied men to protect the families along the Trace.
Ernest: He needs an answer immediately.
Hargrove: Tell the Governor that I can be ready with the men in five days.
N1: Governor Harrison was pleased that Hargrove responded
immediately.
Harrison (talking to Gibson): Make sure the next letter states “You are to
patrol the old Indian trace that leads from Vincennes to
Clarksville, on the Ohio River, from a point where this old road
crosses White River and going as far as 35 miles east of the
Mudholes.”
Gibson: Governor, we will need other rangers.
Harrison: Tell Hargrove to divide the Rangers into three divisions.
N2: Secretary John Gibson wrote a letter telling Hargrove and the other
Rangers about their orders.
N3: Captain William Hargrove enlisted 20 scouts for the First Division.
Major John Tipton commanded the Second Division. Another
organized the Third Division.
N4: All rangers were experienced with rifles.
Hargrove: I will command my First Division to patrol from the Wabash
River to French Lick.
Tipton: I will command the Second Division of men. We will patrol from
French Lick to the Falls of the Ohio.
Third Ranger: And I will have the Third Division secure the area along
the Ohio River to Lawrenceburg.
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Scene 3
N1: As the pioneers traveled the Trace they followed the deep pathway of
the bison.
N2: Pioneers also followed the blazes or nicks that had been cut into
the trees with hatchets
(A man and a woman walk along pulling a cart.)
Man Pioneer (looks around as if he is lost): This must be the way.
Woman Pioneer: I just knew we should have asked for directions back
at that fort.
Man Pioneer: I’ve been using my CGS.
Woman Pioneer: Don’t you mean your GPS?
Man Pioneer: What is GPS? I’m using the Clark Grant Survey, the CGS.
See, there’s a blaze on this tree. This is the way.
Woman Pioneer: Thank goodness!
Man Pioneer: Oh no! Look ahead!
Woman Pioneer: A tree has fallen across the trail!
Man Pioneer: This is really going to slow us down. We can’t through
with our cart.
Rangers (walking up to the group): We can help get you on your way.
(The Rangers clear the fallen tree.)
Man and Woman Pioneer: Thank you so much!
Scene 4
N1: The settlers lived at blockhouses in forts for safety from raids.
The forts were located along the Trace.
N2: The settlers depended on some of their supplies brought in from
towns.
N3: They especially needed salt for food and survival.
N4: Salt came from a natural area called a lick.
N1: The bison and other animals got salt from that area, too.
N2: Salt also came from salty water called a brine.
N3: The saltwater was boiled in a wood-burning furnace.
N4: This place where workers manufactured salt was called the
saltworks.
Settler 1: We are getting low on salt.
Settler 2: But it’s too dangerous to go to the saltworks to get more. The
Native Americans could attack at anytime.
Settler 3: We should get Ranger protection to make the trip.
Settler 1: I’ll petition the Governor about getting us some help.
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Gibson (handing Governor Harrison a paper): I just received a petition
addressed to you. It’s from the settlers at the fort.
Harrison: The petition states they just had a meeting at Mr. Kimbles’
house. They are running low on salt.
Gibson: This is serious.
Harrison: They need Rangers as escorts to travel to the saltworks.
Harrison: Write to Captain Hargrove about placing extra men on
duty on the trail.
Gibson: How many Rangers will be needed at the saltworks?
Harrison: The salt makers must have at least 15 men. Half of them will
make the salt. The other half will be on guard duty.
Gibson: That will keep the men ready at all times in case of a raid.
Scene 5
N1: It is October 12, 1807.
N2: Sergeant Hogue, Ranger with the First Division, has a man under
guard. They arrive in Vincennes.
Hogue: Governor, Major Hargrove is very suspicious of this
man.
He thinks he works for the British.
Spy: Please, I was captured by the Native Americans. I have been a
prisoner for two years.
Hogue: Hargrove doesn’t think this man has ever been a prisoner of the
Native Americans.
Gibson: Why not?
Harrison: Yes, tell us what makes Major Hargrove think this man is not
telling the truth?
Hogue: If this man had been a prisoner for two years with the Native
Americans, he would not have such clean underwear under his
buckskin suit.
Gibson: I have my reasons for not believing him either.
Harrison: Why not?
Gibson: His hair looks like it has been recently cut by a barber.
Hogue: I’ll see that this spy becomes our prisoner in Clarksville.
(The spy clearly looks guilty as Hogue leads him away.)
Scene 6
N3: Some of the Native American tribes in the Territory were friendly.
N4: Some of them were scouts for the Rangers.
Hargrove: Sergeant, you will be on patrol near the Ohio River.
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Hogue: Yes, sir. Have we had any more reports of any
raids?
Captain Hargrove: No, but we are prepared to meet them if they should
attempt to come again.
Ernest (walking in with Swimming Otter): Captain, we have a report from
a scout.
Hargrove: What do you have to tell us?
Swimming Otter: There is a band of Native American hunters that will be
attempting to cross the Ohio River in canoes.
Sergeant Hogue: How reliable is this information?
Ernest: Swimming Otter is well acquainted with the river.
Swimming Otter: There are twelve in the group of hunters. They are
meeting on Chief Setteedown’s land.
Hargrove: Then we will be ready for them if they travel this way.
Scene 7
N1: Chief Setteedown was a peaceful Shawnee.
N2: He was very wealthy with cattle and horses.
N3: The hunters met on the Chief’s land.
N4: Then the Chief went to Vincennes to meet with Governor Harrison.
Chief Setteedown: The twelve hunters are only gathering peaceably
on my land.
Harrison: What did they mean to do when they crossed the Wabash
River?
Chief: They only wanted to hunt the plentiful game.
Harrison: If they intend to stay a short time...
Chief: They will all go back over the Wabash River in less than one
moon.
Harrison: I hope that this will be true.
N1: The group of hunters were of the Kickapoo tribe and did return to
Illinois as the Chief said they would.
N2: The Indiana Rangers were involved in other numerous incidents with
the Native Americans. Soon the clashes between the Native
Americans and the white settlers ended.
N3: Harrison disbanded the Indiana Rangers in 1809.
N4: Later, as tensions developed again, the Indiana Rangers were put
back into action.
Singers: Sing The Buffalo Trace song

Lesson 11

P a g e |5|

Buffalo Trace Educational Box

Buffalo Trace Education Box
Lesson 11
Background Information
The information used in this historical fiction drama is based on
letters kept by Captain William Hargrove, commander of the First Division
of the Rangers. They include Governor William Henry Harrison’s letters of
orders and instructions. Secretary of the Indiana Territory, General John
Gibson, wrote and signed the letters.
In 1807 the Larkins family was attacked by a band of Native
Americans when travelling along the Trace. Mr. Larkins was killed. The
wife and five children were taken into captivity. Governor Harrison
organized the Rangers for travelers’ protection along the Trace. Their
main job was to safeguard the Buffalo Trace between Louisville, Kentucky,
and Vincennes.
Colonel William Hargrove married and then moved as a young man
to Princeton, Indiana, in 1803. In 1807 he commanded a detachment of
Rangers and again in 1812. In 1811 he was the first man in Indiana
Territory to raise a company for service in the Tippecanoe Campaign.
Major John Tipton was born in Tennessee and moved to Harrison
County, Indiana, at the age of 17. He was a farmer, commanded two
Ranger units at Fort Vallonia and was elected a U.S. senator. In 1839, he
organized the forced removal of 859 Potawatomi and started them on the
two-month-long “Trail of Death” to Kansas.
Scout Ell Ernest was a real person and was mentioned in Governor
Harrison’s letters (April 16, 1807 and April 20, 1807).
Swimming Otter was a half-breed Delaware Native American scout
mentioned in the letters (July 6, 1807 and July 12, 1807).
Scout Hogue was referred to as “young Hogue” in the letter dated
July 17, 1807. The letter states: “Say to young Hogue that the Governor
will write him a personal letter complimenting him for the good shot he
proved to be.”
Governor Harrison provided Ranger escorts for citizens traveling to
the saltworks (September 12, 1807).
On October 12, 1807, a man suspected of being a spy was arrested.
The letter states “he evidently is not what he claims to be.” They were
suspicious of his clean underwear and his recently cut hair.
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